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of the old play of Hamlet, on which Shakespeare founded his
tragedy. This play is not extant and Boas based his reasoning
mainly on an obscure reference in Nashe's prefatory epistle to
Menaphon. His conclusions have, however, been by no means
generally accepted. It has also been suggested that Kyd was the
author of Arden of Feversham and Titus Andronicus (see, p. 252).

Besides his plays, Kyd pub. a prose tr. from Tasso called The
Householders Philosophie (1588).

The only collected ed. is that of F. S. Boas with biographical
and critical introd. (O.U.P., 1901).

This is the only important study except the article by Sir S.
Lee in the D.N.B. J. G. de Smeefs introd. to his ed. of The Spanish
Tragedie is based mainly on Boas. There is an article on "The
Spanish Tragedy" Additions, Acting and Reading Versions, by Professor
L. A. Schucking in T.L.S., June 12, 1937.

GEORGE PEELE (1558-96)

Peele was a lyrical poet of a high order and a pioneer in poetical
drama. His first work, the lovely little mask-like pastoral called
The Araygnment of Paris^ appeared anonymously in 1584. There
are modern edd. by O. Smeaton, in T.D. (1905) and in M.S.R.
He wrote a second pastoral play, apparently of the same type
called The Hunting of Cupid. This work was entered for publication
in 15915 but no copy is known to exist. There are quotations from
it, however, in England*s Parnassus and England's Helicon (see p. 205).
Peele's single English Chronicle play, Edward I (1593) is a poor
affair, and the Battle of Alcazar (1594) a worthless imitation of
Marlowe. Both are ed. in M.S.R. The Old Wives' Tale (1595),
however, is one of the most delicate and charming of Elizabethan
dramatic idylls. There are modern edd. by F. Gummere in R.E.C,
with a valuable introd., in M.S.R., and in Mcllwraith. Some of
Peele's finest work is to be found in his last play, The Love of King
David and the Faire Bethsabe. With the Tragedie of Absalom, (1599)^
one of the few Elizabethan plays dealing with a scriptural sub-
ject. It is rptd. in Manley and in M.S.R. Other plays have been
assigned to Peele on conjectural grounds. Peele wrote some not-
able non-dramatic poetry including A Farewell to Drake and
Norris in 1593 and the beautiful Polyhymnia of 1590 on the retire-
ment of Sir Henry Lee from his office of the Queen's Champion.

Peele's work's were first collected by W. Dyce and pub. in 1828.
The same editor pub. a combined ed. of Greene and Peele in
1861 (see p* 229). There is a useful little ed. of some of the plays
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